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The aim of the present study was to determine the effect of computer games
on students' social interactions. The study was a quasi-experimental study with
a pre-test and post-test design with a control group, and its statistical
population consisted of all students studying in the second year of primary
school in District 4 of Qom province in the academic year 1401-1402, from
which 36 people were selected by simple random sampling and randomly
placed in two experimental groups (18 people, including 9 boys and 9 girls)
and control (18 people, including 9 boys and 9 girls). In the pre-test and post-
test stages, students responded to the Peer Interaction Questionnaire by Akbari
et al. (2016). In the present study, the reliability of this questionnaire was
obtained using Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.862. The validity of the
questionnaire was also confirmed in terms of content by several professors of
the Department of Educational Sciences at Qom Islamic Azad University. The
Minecraft game was also played in groups, online, and at a specific time by
students for 20 days. The analysis of covariance method and SPSS tool were
used to analyze the data. The results showed that the use of computer games
had an effect on students' social interactions. The use of computer games had
an effect on the dimensions of students' social interactions (victim and
bullying). Considering the research findings, it is suggested that schools pay
attention to computer role-playing games in students' social interactions.
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Introduction

Social interaction takes place in human communication. These interactions can range from face-to-face to
social interactions in cyberspace. Establishing communication and interaction with other members of
society requires a sense of security and trust (Mohabi, Fasaei, Aghaei, 1401); because to the extent that a
person can establish effective and constructive communication with others in their social interactions, they
have increased their success rate to the same extent. According to Weitzman (1998), these people have the
characteristics of employment, acceptance of responsibility, foresight, moderation and moderation, hope
and optimism, good-naturedness, easy-goingness and avoidance of unnecessary strictness (Bosliki, 1400);
therefore, considering that humans are social beings; they always try to acquire skills to facilitate their
relationships with others (Shaker, 2010).

Research findings

According to the results obtained, it is observed that by controlling the pre-test of the students, the
experimental and control groups showed a significant difference in terms of (victim and bullying) (victim,
P < 0.001 and F = 992.69) and (bullying, P < 0.001 and F = 282.98), in other words, the independent
variable (computer game intervention) had an effect on the dependent variables (victim and bullying) of
the students studied. Considering the eta square for (victim and bullying) which are 0.686 and 0.853
respectively, it can be concluded that 69 percent of the changes are related to the victim variable and 85
percent of the changes are related to the bullying variable, respectively; therefore, as a result, the group
game intervention had an effect on the variables (victim and bullying); Therefore, the use of computer
games has an impact on the dimensions of social interactions (victimization and bullying) of students, and

the secondary hypothesis of the research is confirmed.

Conclusion

The present findings showed that the use of computer games has an effect on students' social interactions.
This finding is consistent with the results of Nouri Pourliavoli, Fardin, Shirazi, Afrooz, and Dehestani
(2016), who concluded that some styles of computer games, including online multiplayer games, not only
do not cause isolation and withdrawal; Rather, they pave the way for establishing social relationships with
other audiences of these games. Also, the findings of Rashan Abdollahi and Rasoulizadeh Tabatabaei
(2013) which indicated that the tendency of extroverted adolescents to play computer games is greater than
that of introverted adolescents and that there is a difference in educational adaptation between the group
of boys and the group of girls with a history of playing computer games were consistent with the results
of the present study. The results of the present study were consistent with the results of Sergeeva, Tsareva,
Zinova, and Kononova (2018), who found that users of multiplayer online role-playing games
demonstrated many important social interaction skills (such as trying to control their actions and

cooperating with others).
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