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Different factors such as motivation and task completion can affect the students
learning activity. Therefore, educational researches have shown that motivation
is one of the essential factors for the improvement of student performances.
Using a person-oriented approach, the present study aimed to determine the
motivational profiles (clusters) of students and to compare their task completion
and achievement behaviors considering these profiles. This study was
conducted with a comparative-descriptive method. The participants were 221
high school students of grades eight and nine who completed the Achievement
Goal Questionnaire, Achievement Behaviors Questionnaire and Task
Completion reported by teachers. The criterion for Task Completion was
students’ total average in the Last year. The methods of cluster analysis, chi
square and analysis of variances were used for data analysis using SPSS
software. Cluster analysis revealed four motivational profiles for the students:
14.2% of the subjects were placed in the without motivation cluster, 27.6% were
placed in the triple motivation cluster, 19% were placed in the mastery goal
orientation- performance goal orientation, and 39.3% were placed in multiple
motivation cluster. The Task Completion and achievement behaviors of without
motivation cluster was lower than the other clusters (p<0.001). The findings of
this study will help those involved in the area of Education make effective
attempts by planning helpful educational program, so They can promote the
students’ learning motivations, during the academic years.
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Introduction

Numerous studies have shown that various factors, including motivation and homework completion, can
play a decisive role in students' learning process and academic achievement. Among these, motivation has
been identified as one of the key factors influencing academic performance, with profound effects on the
quality of learning and educational outcomes. The present study aims to identify the motivational profiles
of upper-secondary school students using a Person-Centered Approach (PCA) and to compare the extent
of homework completion and academic achievement behaviors among these motivational profiles.

Results

Both questionnaires were administered simultaneously to students before class began. Prior to the study,
students were informed that they had been selected for academic research. To ensure optimal conditions
for questionnaire completion, they were instructed to sit in a way that facilitated accurate and undisturbed
responses. Finally, after distributing the questionnaires, the instructions for each were read loud. The
findings from the cluster analysis revealed that students were classified into four distinct motivational
profiles: 1. The Amotivated Group (14.2%) ,2. The Triply Motivated Group, (27.6%) 3. The Mastery-
Performance-Oriented Group™* (19%) 4. The Multiply Motivated Group (39.3%). The comparative results
between these profiles indicated that students in the amotivated group completed their homework with
significantly (p < .001) lower quality and quantity in comparison to the other groups. Additionally, they
exhibited the lowest levels of academic achievement behaviors.

Conclusions

The current findings provide valuable insights for educational policymakers, curriculum designers, and
classroom teachers to develop more effective instructional strategies by better understanding students'
motivational profiles. To build upon these findings, subsequent studies should: Employ larger and more
diverse samples to enhance the external validity of results Investigate additional psychological profiles,
particularly those related to emotion regulation strategies and other relevant variables Incorporate mixed-
methods approaches to complement self-report data. The identified motivational profiles can inform the
development of targeted educational interventions aimed at: Enhancing student motivation throughout
critical academic years, implementing evidence-based strategies to sustain academic engagement, and
designing personalized learning approaches based on motivational typologies.
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