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of three key curriculum stakeholders-teachers, students, and their parents-
within the frameworks of two overarching metaphors: the "educational journey"
and "parallel worlds." This is a qualitative study employing a narrative inquiry
approach based on semi-structured interviews. The research setting is generally
the Iranian-Islamic educational system, and more specifically, a public
elementary school located in District 2 of the Qom Department of Education.
The research sample includes three elementary school teachers, two students,
and their parents (a total of three parents, due to the separation of one set of
parents). Data analysis was guided by a comprehensive narrative approach
throughout the study, while the main process of concept and theme extraction
was carried out using Colaizzi’s (1987) seven-step method. Findings indicate a
significant gap between the dominant macro-level structure of the educational
system and curriculum studies, and the actual lived curriculum experienced in
schools. In this context, while education cannot be separated from curriculum,
curriculum components, rejecting the logic of linear Tylerian curriculum
models, take on a complex and non-linear nature and undergo fundamental
transformations.
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Introduction

The educational system, as an integral part of human life, occupies a significant portion of social and
individual existence. Within this system, the curriculum, as a pivotal element, still lacks a unified and
coherent definition even after a century since its conceptualization. This study focuses on the metaphors
of "educational journey" and "parallel worlds" to explore the narratives of three main curriculum
stakeholders-teachers, learners, and their parents-within the context of the experienced curriculum in
primary education. These metaphors respectively refer to individuals' personal understanding of the
experienced curriculum in the school environment and the perceptions of these three groups within parallel
worlds, which, despite seemingly occurring in a single time and place, may in practice unfold in different
times and spaces. The complexities arising from diverse perspectives on the curriculum-from personal
philosophies to learning theories and social issues-highlight the need to defamiliarize seemingly familiar
phenomena in curriculum studies. Emphasizing narrative inquiry, this research seeks to bridge the gap
between theory and practice in the curriculum by exploring stakeholders' lived experiences and analyzing
the convergences and divergences in their narratives.The primary aim of this study is to compare and
analyze the narratives of the three main curriculum stakeholders (teachers, learners, and parents) within
the framework of the "educational journey" and "parallel worlds" metaphors. The study aims to extract
core concepts from the practical field of the curriculum, identify convergences and divergences in the
narratives of these groups, and enhance curriculum decision-making by uncovering communicative
pathways among them. Additionally, the research seeks to redefine the primary education curriculum from
the perspective of stakeholders' lived experiences and provide practical implications for improving the
educational system. This qualitative study, grounded in a narrative inquiry approach, was conducted using
semi-structured interviews. The research setting is the Iranian-Islamic education system, specifically a
public primary school in District 2 of the Qom Province Education Department. The sample includes three
primary school teachers (one approching retirement, one novice, and one with conditions similar to the
researcher), two learners from the researcher’s students between 2014 and 2019, and three parents (due to
one parent's separation). Data analysis was conducted using a comprehensive approach based on Colaizzi’s
(1987) seven-step method, extracting central themes and concepts in organized tables. This method
facilitated an in-depth analysis of narratives and the identification of their convergences and divergences.

Research findings

The findings are presented in three sections: teachers’ narratives, learners’ narratives, as well as parents’
narratives. Teachers’ narratives emphasize issues such as weaknesses in teacher training structures,
impractical course content, and a focus on "educational pluralism." They believe curriculum goals should
be diverse, with multiple pathways to achieve them, but the current curriculum does not accommodate this
diversity. They also welcome opportunities provided by virtual spaces and advocate for decentralizing
traditional education. The theme of "temporal and spatial freezing" highlights the contradiction between
theoretical advancements and practical curriculum realities. Teachers also refer to the duality of "despair
and hope" in their educational journey, where transformation occurs at the boundary of chaos and order.
The theme of "colony of change" points to scattered subsystems within the broader curriculum system,
requiring narratives to foster connection and transformation. Learners perceive school more as a "dark
prison™ than a "pleasant retreat." They seek to maintain a distance between their personal goals and those
imposed by the previous generation, yet they tend to reproduce these goals for the next generation.
Learners emphasize their role as decision-making evaluators and call for attention to friendship networks
and experiential opportunities in the curriculum. The theme of “learner continuum® refers to the distinction
between typical and atypical learners, viewing their simultaneous presence as challenging. They also
protest the non-specialized and superficial curriculum content and the phenomenon of "stratification™
(commoners vs. elites), demanding attention to emotions and stricter evaluations. Parents emphasize effort
over intelligence and lack clear ideas about the curriculum. They protest gender discrimination and unequal
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access to educational resources, pointing to the reproduction of their own experiences in their children
(temporal freezing). The theme of "meaningless time" reflects the absence of significant experiences in
the curriculum. Parents advocate for forming constructive parental networks and addressing the
phenomenon of "temporal confinement," which suppresses creativity. Contrary to the researcher’s initial
assumptions, the narratives of the three groups show more convergences than divergences. Shared
priorities include learning materials and resources, grouping, and the teacher’s role. However, differences
exist in perspectives on evaluation (qualitative vs. quantitative) and factors of success (intelligence vs.
effort). Despite numerous convergences, the gap between the three worlds stems from stakeholders' lack
of understanding of each other's lived worlds, which intensifies their parallel trajectories. In this context,
narrative can serve as a tool to break these communication bubbles and foster dialogue.

Conclusion

This study revealed that, from the stakeholders’ perspective, the primary education curriculum is an
endless journey unfolding in a repetitive spiral, encompassing individual, social, educational, and hidden
factors. The numerous convergences among the narratives of teachers, learners, and parents underscore
the need to redefine the curriculum with an emphasis on stakeholders’ authentic selves. The gap between
the experienced and desired curriculum necessitates a fundamental revision of its elements, including
learning resources, teaching methods, and evaluation. It is recommended that curriculum planners use
narrative inquiry and dialogue to connect stakeholders’ parallel worlds and reduce the theory-practice gap
by designing experiential opportunities. Additionally, attention to parental networks and reforms in teacher

selection and evaluation methods are essential.
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